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H XYI'XPONH YYXH THX APXAIAY NEMEAX

Movozgio Nepiag

Stephen Miller / Xté@avog Miiiep, 1942 — 2021

Me éva E€xerho moTNPL KOKKIVO Kpaoi amd T Nepéo amoyoipeTOVNE TOV APEPIKAVO-
"EAMvo @ilo Tov opydvmoe Kat d1e00vve Tic avaoka@éc ot Nepéa, avaoTNAMOE TIG EKEL
apyorotTnTES, £YTioe To Movoeio, 0eopoiTnce ayaves, ONUIOVPYINGE APYOLOLOYIKO TAPKO,
ayamncee Tovg AvOPOTOVS KOl TO GUTEALD TOVG, KOL HOG TPOCEPEPE TOV VAV OO TOVG
TEGGEPIS TOTOVGS 0OV dreEayovrav mwaveliviol ayoves. [loAdTiun ko n gpyacio Tov otV
apyaio adnvaikn Ayopd. I'ewa cov Xté@ave!
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Amé to Face Book IMoltiotikn Eraupeio ITavopapa otig 12 Avy. 2021



ZYETIKA LE TNV TPOCOTIKATNTA TOV KOl TO £PYO TOV OVOINUOGIEVOVLE TPIOL ATTOYOLPETIGTIPLOL
GpOpa-vekporoyieg and tnv epnuepidoa H KabOnuepivy

H KobOnueprvn, 11 Avyodotov 2021
"E@uye amé ™ Lo 0 apyororoyos Xté@avoc Miliep

O omovdaiog PraAéAinvog apyatoidyog,
OV OVECKOE KOl AVEIELEE TOV UPYaL0A0YIKO yOpo TG Nepéag

[Té0ave, oe nhkia 79 etmv, 0 omovdaiog GIAEAANVIS apyatoroyog Xtépavog ['k. MidAep, mov
avésKaye Kat ovESEIEE TOV apyatoloykd ydpo ¢ Nepéag, eved vmp&e kot n yoyn g Avafi-
wons Tov Népueov Ayovov. O Midkep yevvnOnke oto ['kdcev g Ivtidva tov HITA to 1942.
OLokApwace o TpMTO TTLYio ToL ota. Apyaio EAAnvikd oto KoAléylo INovdumoag kot to dda-
KkTop1Kd Tov otV Khaowm Apyatoroyio oto [Havemomjwo tov [pivotov. Metd and avacka-
0éc oe Odpopeg Tomobeciec, cvumepthapPavopevng g Oivumiog kot g Apyoicg Ayopdg
tov ABnvav, Eexivnoe tig dikég Tov avackaeés 6t Nepéa 1o 1973.

Kotd ta ypévia g epyaciog Tov otn Nepéa, Oyt LOvo SIvipynce ovaoKoEES ToL £QEPAY GTO
(MG CNUAVTIKE guppaTa, OTMG T0 LTAd10 60ToL dtedyovtoy ta NEUE, aAld dNUoVPYNGE Kot
Apyoworoyko Iapko, katackedace Apyatoroywd Movceio kot opydvoce v €kBeon tov,
evo Eekivnoe kat v avactiiwon tov Naob tov Ala. Tavtdypova, vinpetodoe wg kabnynng
KAaowmg Apyatoroyiag oto Tavemotmpio g Kaipdpvia 6to Mrépriet, pe eaipeon ta £1n
1982-1987, 6tav detélece devbuving e Apepikavikng Xyolg Kiaooikdv Zmovddv oty
Abnva.

Anpocigvce moAdd Piiio kor apBpa oyetikd pe TIc ovakaAdyel Tov ot Nepéa, Onwg to
Nemea Il: The Early Hellenistic Stadium (University of California Press 2001), ko8¢ kot to
The Prytaneion: Its Function and Architectural Form (U.C. Press 1978), Arete: Greek Sports
from Ancient Sources (U.C. Press 2004), Ancient Greek Athletics (Yale University Press 2004)
ko The Berkeley Plato (U.C. Press 2009). To 2020 kvkAo@dpnoce omod Tig ekddcelg Komdv to
ditopo Piprio tov H Neuéa kar eyw (emiong ota ayylkd Nemea and Me), 6mov o cuyypagéog
Topovctdlel Ta 46 ¥pdvio TOV APYOLOAOYIKOV OVOKOADYEDY TOV, OTMOC Kol TWV OOLAKOTMV
TPOoTAOELDY Yoo TNV avddeln kot Tpootacio g apyaiog Nepéag.

Elxe avaxmpoybei enitipog d1ddxtwp tov [avemompiov ABnvav, eixe et g Ta&bpyng
tov Téyparog g Tung and tov mpdedpo g EAAvikng Anpokpatiog kot elye avoyvoplotel
g «IIpocwmo ™c ERdopdadacy and to apepikavikd tnieontikd kavair ABC to 2004. O

2tépovog Middep eiye moltoypaenOet EAANvag vakooc.

Xvirlorntipue TS vrovpyov Iolitiopov



H vrovpyoc [ToMtiopov kot A6AnTicpov, Atva Mevomvn, dNAwce: «Me TV andAEL TOV
2tépovov Mildep, 1 apyOlOAOYIKT £PEVVA YAVEL EVOV GTTOVIAIO0, APOCIOUEVO ETLGTILLOVO, KO
N EALGSa évav peydro ¢ido. O Mikiep apiépwaoe T {o1 Kol TO £PY0 TOL GTNV AVOKAALYN Kot
™V avaodelsn tov Incavpmdv TS EMANVIKNG TOAMTIGTIKNG KAnpovods. H avackapikn tov
épevva ot Nepéa, To 0100KTIKO TOL £pYo, 1 OnTeia Tov wg AtevBuvtng TG AUEPIKAVIKIG Xy O-
Mg Khaowkdv Znovddv oty Adnva, yapaxtnpilovtay mdviote amd £vo onUovTiKO OpapLa,
TNV TAPAAANAN TOopEin TNG EMGTAUNG LE TNV avarTtuélok dtdotacn Tov [ToAttiopov.
Amoyaipetovpe Tov Ztépavo MidAep pe OAlyr. OAot 6601 ToV YVoPIcE Kol GUVEPYUCTNKOLE

poli Tov, KpoTovUE 6T LVAUN HOG e GEPAGIO Kot EKTIUNGT TNV EMGTNUOVIKT TOV AAUTPOTH-

TO, TNV OVOPOTLA Kot TNV TPOOSEVTIKT TOL CKEYM.
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O Ztépavog Mikep oTig EKONADGELG TG 61G Zl’)xpovng Nepedodag, to 2016.




Amd v gpnuepida H Kabnuepivip (oelideg «[ToMtiopogy 12.08.2021)
Yaépavog Mikep: O «@povpoc» tng apyaios Nepsag

["a v tpocwnikdéTTa, TO TAOOG Kol To aloonueimTo £pyo Tov, TOL AAAAEE TN PVCIOYVOUIN
¢ apyoiog Nepéag, prlovv oty «K» ot dvBpwmot mov tov yvapioay, ekepalovtog
GLYKIVNGY| TOVG Y10 TV ATOAELD EVOG TOADTILOV GIAOL TNG YDPOC.

I'paeper n Mdapw Bacireidoov
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O kobnynmg Xtépavog Mikep, évag amd Tovg SamTPETEGTEPOLG EEVOVS Py OLOAGYOVS, O OTTO10G
apiépmae 40 ypovia g kaptEpag Tov otV EALGda, Epuye ¥0eg amod ) (on oe niikia 79 etdv
(pwt. and 10 £pyo T0v H Neuéa kot Eyd).

“~

«BEvyopiotd. Evyopiotd 6Aovg. Evyopiotd v EALGSo». ‘Etol, pe peydin ocvykivnon, omev-
BvvOnke 610 KOO OV Yéce TV aibovca g Ev AOMvaig Apyaioroykng Etapeiog o Ztépa-
vog ['k. Mikep, opodtipog kabnyntg tov [avemotuiov Mrépkiei g Kaiipdpviag, tn Ppadid
OV TTAPOLGLAcTNKE TO diTopo €pyo Tov H Nepéa rar ey (ekoocelg Kamdv).

"Hrav 27 ®ePpovapiov 2020, kit evd ekeivo to Bpdov ddcape pavteBov otn Nepéa, n wovonuio
ov gvéoknye ot Lon pog, avéPaile S10pKAOS TNV ETIGKEYT, L0, LOVOOIKT gVKOpio VoL Lo
Eevaynoet o 1010G GTOV YMPO TOL, OTTMG AEVE OGOL TOV YVAPLGAV, 0YaToLGE e doPesto mihog.
X0eg, petd v avaxoivwon tov Bavdatov Tov, OAOL €KElVOl TOL TOV CLVAVAGTPAPNKAY GTO
TOALG xpOVIa. Tov otV EAAGSQ, TOV gumvedoTnKaY O TV 0POGI®GN TOV GTNV OVASEE TOV
apyarotTov g Nepéag —avdapesd tovg kol o tpmburovpyoc Kvpidkog Mntcotdkne— tov

amoyoPETIGOY oav O1KO Toug dvBpwmo. H exdnuio tov Ztépavov Mikep —Epuye amd ) (o1 ot



niuxia 79 e1dv—, evdg amd Tovg SAMPETESTEPOLS EEVOLS Py OoAdYoLs, 0 omoiog apEpmaoe 40

xpéVIoL TG KaplEpag Tov otnv EALGSa, onuaivel yloo T yoOpa TV OTOAEW VOGS GTAVIOV Kot

TOAOTILOV PiAOV.

Me v vovpyd Tohtiopov Meliva Mepkovpn oto eykaivia tov Movceiov g Nepéog, To 1983

(pot. Apepkavikn Zyohy Khaowkdv Zrovdnv, Tunua Apyeiov).

«IIpwv and 70 ypdvia, pdTGA TOV TATEPA LoV TL B Yive Otav peyaidom. ‘Evag ytiotng, évag
gpyordfoc, 0mmg £00; Exeivog pov andvinoe, dev EEpm Tt Ba yivelg. AALG E€pw OTL 0 Bedg 600
£dmaoe (mN o kdmoto Adyo. Av umopeig va Bpeig avtdv tov Adyo kot va {NoELS KoL VoL TPOGPE-
pELS oTNV KOovwvia, 10T Ba Tepdoelg pia evtuyiopévn (ony, glye mel otnv opuAio ekelvng g
napovcioong o Ltifev Mikep, o omoiog ovopdotnke Xtépavog moAd pv omd to 2005, ondte M
moATeld TOV amédWoe TIUNTIKE TV eAANViKY vankodtta. [og MebBodioty|, yevwnbnke oto
['c6oev ¢ Iviidva. OAoKANPp®GE TO TPDOTO TOV TTLYIO GTO OPYOic EAANVIKE Kol £Kave TO Ot-
daktopikd Tov oty Kiaowkn Apyaoroyia oto [Havemomuo Ilpivetov. ‘Encita and avacko-
0éc oe dbpopeg Tomobecieg, cvuneptrapPavopuévng e Olopmiag Kat, eni t€éooepa ypovia,

g Apyaiag Ayopag otnv ABva, Eekivnoe T1g ke Tov avaokagég otn Nepéo to 1973.

«To 1972 pabape 6t 0 veapds kabnyntg and to Iavemotiuio tov Mrépkiet Ztifev Mikep
Ba éxave Eavd avaokapic oto lepd g Nepéag amd to enduevo £€10¢, LILO TV oyida TG Ape-
pavikng XxoAng Kiooikav Zmovdmvy, Bopdtor o apyoioidyog Xapdrapmog Kpirlae, emitt-
pog devbouvtig tov Emypaeucod Movceiov, 10te veapodg empeintg e A” Epopeiag Tlpot-
otopikadv kot Khooikdv Apyorot)tov Noavmiiov. H apriynon tov pdg petagépet oty apyn

™mg yvopuyiog twv 600 avopmv, mov eEedlydnke oe Bepun oMo oyedov S50 ypovev. «To



EVOLPEPOV TNG AUEPIKOVIKNG ZyoANG Yia T Nepéa oy apketd moAld. PaviasTinKope Aoutov
OTL Ko 0 vEog avaokapéag o kove peptkés Topés yia 1-2 ypdvia ko Ba Epevye. Opwmg ypnyo-
pa avTiinednkape 6tt ot Tpobécelg Tov NTav ToAD GoPapés Kot To o€ TOL HaKPoTPHOesLaL.
OvelpedTNKE éva PHOVAOIKO GTOV KOGUO 0P 010L0YIKO-00ANTIKO TapKO e emikevTipo TO le-
po ka1 PaAONKe va To Tpaypatocet. [pv apyioet Tig avaoKagEg POVTIOE Vo ONUIOVPYNOEL TIG
KATOAANAEG VTTOJOUES. ATOALOTPIOGE Y100 AOYOPLOGHO TOV EAANVIKOD ANpociov OAn v KoA-
Mepyovpevn éktaon mov katoAaupave 1o lepd tov Atdg, kabmg kot pa {dvn yop® amd ovTo,
totE MOV M alo TG YNS NTOV akoun xaunAn. To id1o kat Yo 10 £Tdd10, TOL JLYPAPOTOV AVA-
LEGOL GTOVG QLUTEADVESY.

H Swodwkacio dev NTav €DKOAN: OVTILETOTICE YPAPEIOKPATIO Kol Koyvmoyia. «QoT1000 N To-
POLGIN TOV GTO £PY0 NTOV KATOAVTIKY], Kot He TN GVUPOAN Tov GAAaEE M PLGLOYVOUia Kot 1)
poipa tov Tomovy, pog Aéet o k. Kprrléc.

H empovn tov, 1 axatamdvntn dpacstnpldtnTo Kot 1 EUTIGTOCVUVN OV EVEMVEE GTOLG AvOp®-
OV, TOV YAPLoE TMOTOVS VTOGTNPIKTEG, KOl «OTEPEPE GTNV TOPEID TOV OEKAETIOV OIOTIKEG
yopnyieg avo v 20 ekatoppdplov dorapiov yuo t Nepéor, avapépel otnv «K» n k. Mopia
Xpiotopd, avtimpdedpog tov ZvALOYov Yo v Avafioon tov Nepéov Aydvov Kot emiong
ayomnpévn eikn tov apyotoroyov. Eviédetr, ota 35 ypoévia g epyaciag tov otn Nepéa, o
Xtépavog Mikep Oyt pLOVO dleEvipyNoe aVOCKAPES TOV EPEPOIV GTO (MG GNLOVTIKE ELPNUATO
OT®¢ 10 ZTdo10 Omov oedyovtay ta Népea, aAld dnpovpynoce kot to Apyotoroykd Iapxo,
Kataokevace T0 Apyatoroyikd Movceio Kot opydveoce v €kBectn) Tov, VD OAOKANP®OGE TNV
avaokaen Tov Naobd tov Atdg kot dpopoAdynce v avactiimor| tov. [lapdiinia, vanpémmoe
g kadnynmc Kiaowkng Apyotoroyiag oto Mrépkiet, pe e€aipeon ta ypdvia 1982-1987 mov
otetédece devBuving g Apepikavikng Zyoing Kiaowkaov Zmovdov oty Adnva. To wpaio
TOV OTiTL, XTIGUEVO Ayo £E® omd ToV Ywpd Xte@avt pe 6éa otov Nad tov Ala, pali pe dAin
epovsio Tov, embupovoe vo dwpnbodv 610 VO cvotact «Idpvua Ztépavog Mikepy «pe
OKOTO VO PIAOEEVEL POUTNTEC TOV EPELVOVY TOV OPYALOAOYIKO YDPO NG Nepéoc», otevkpivilel

N Kvpio Xpiotoapd.




Amd v epnuepida H Kabnueprvyp («Abnvaika» 17.08.2021)
H apyaia Nepéa, o X1é@avog Milrep kar 1 svyypovn Kopivlia

['péoet o Nikog Batdmoviog

O Ztépavog Midkep aveilkvoe v apyoio Nepéa ot obyypovn (on.

Xtov Xtépavo Mikiep n EAAGSa opeiher moAAd ko 1) KANpOVOULd TOV dev TpEmeL 0VTE va., Eeyo-
otel 001e vo vrotiunBel. Zoyvd, TpdEelg peyding avopeiag, eviiudTNTOS Kol TPOSNA®oNg, O-
TG NTAV 1 ovéAKLoN ™G apyaing Nepéog otn cvyypovn TpobnKn Tov TOATIGHOV, KIVOUVED-
0LV Omd TN HEYAAN dNUOGLOTNTA TOL dNUOLPYEL E€oKeImOT Kol KOT®OT). 26TOC0, €00, OTMS
Kol o€ GAAEG mepuTTOGELS TG vedTePNS loTopiag, Exovpe vor KAVOLUE LE TNV OMOTEAEGLOTIKO-
™t €vOG AOYEPOD OPAUATIOTY], OTWG NTav 0 ZTépavoc Miliep, mov €ywve mo 'EAAnvog and
moALoVOG 'EAMveG. "Evag moAitng xpnotpog mpog v kotvavia, vag dvBpwomog mov donce amo-
TOMOUO. ZHUEPA, EYEL EVOLAPEPOV VO AVAAOYICTOVUE MG 1| KANPOVOULA 0LTOD TOV TOOL0GLLE-
vou ApepikovoD pmopet vo cvveyicel voo o@erel Oyt poévo 1 Nepéa aAld Kol T0 GUVOAO TNG
ocvyypovng KopwvBiog, evog vopold TPoKIGUEVOD LE 1GTOPIKA TOTOVOULL, TEPLOYES PLGIKOV
KAALOLG KO piot BovUACIO OKTOYPOLLLT, KOVTOL GTNV TPOTEVOVCH Kol 6 OAAL a&toBéata Tng
[Tehomovvncov. ‘Epyetar, pe dAda Adylo, 1 otiypn, £€0Te Kot petd Bavatov, va otabel kaveig
AmEVOVTL GE €Va £PY0 TOV MG CLAANYN KOl G OTOTEAEGHA YEVVE vtepatior GTOV TOTO KoL O1-
Hovpyel T0 TAEOVEKTNHO TOV LOVOSIKOD GUVOLAGHOD IGTOPIKNG TOPAKOATAON KNG KOl GLYKPLTL-

KOV TAEOVEKTILOTOC Y10 TO LEAAOV.



O Ztépavog Middep, avedkbovtag tnv apyoaio Nepéa, yevvmvtag ek véou Ta apyoio NEpeo, pe
Olo exetva ta oTotyeia axoun Kot pog asOnNTikng vepPoing, iye vo TOAEUNGEL LLE TOVG PLGL-
KoVg daipoveg kdbe Kavotopov tpocmdbeiag. To £pyo Tov OUMGS, EVTLYMG AVAYVOPIGUEVO, TTOL-
PA TG aVTIEOOTNTEC TOV OVTILETMMIGE, KANPOSOTEITOL MG Mo E00EL Evkopia Yo TNV €VPVTEPT
neproyn. H Kopwvbia £xet, evtuyme, moAlolg kot dEovg avOp®dTONE 6TOVG YOPOLE TNG TOMTL-
KNG, TNG TOTIKNG OLTOOIOIKNONG, TNG OIKOVOUING, TOV TOALTIGHOD KOl TNG TOPUYMYIKNG U)oL
VG, TOV UmopoHV va avtiin@Bovv v a&ia evog diktvov. Iowg va unv ivat 16601 6cot Ba eiye

avaykn o TOmog, 0ALA, OTTMG Katl aALOV, £T01 Kot oty KoptvBia vrdpyer n kpicyun pado.

Q‘K;%i- fub Vs — 9} pSis o g e &e\&: '%@?&%MW

Nepéa. Nadg Nepeiov Atog, 1999. H Xopwdia kot to povntiké cdivoro KopivBov, 6nmg 10 amotvnwoe
o¢ okitoo 1 'EAAn Zolopwvidov-Mraidvov.

H Nepéa, pe v exonpio tov opapatiot g Ztépavov Middep, epyduevn o1 OnpocstotTnTo
Kot oA, emoavekkvel To aitnpo yo emavadiotdmmon tov ovopotog g Kopwbiog mg evog
brand mov pmopet va pépet evnuepia, TAOVTO, VEEG 10£EG KO dNULIOVPYIKOVS avOpdTOovS. AKOUN
Kot 1 TOAN g KopivBov, o¢ aotikd kévipo, umopel vo opeindel amd pow eupovtepn avacv-
YKPOTNOT TOL «TPOTOVTOCH TNG TepoyNs. TToAtioTikol popeig dOmmwg 10 Karoyepomovreio 1dpv-
Lo Kot TOVPLoTIKEG 0001 otV opev kot oty mopdktio Kopwvbio pmopodv ctadiokd vo evi-

GYLGOLV Lol VEQ TOVTOTNTO TOV VOOV, Mia tantdtnTa £0viKNg Kot d1eBvoig epPéretac.

Mvniun Ztépavov Midkep AITAN (apan.gr) c. 8



210 14010 ™ EAAvioTikig emoyne,
omov deEdryovtan kébe téocepa ypdvia Ta cuYypova Népea

Ta Amodvthpia (ave) kot (kdtm) n Kpvam Eicodog,
1 KOUOPOOKETAOTY] GTIPAYYE OV GLVOEEL To. ATOSVTIPLA LE TO XTAD10.




H o0yypovn Yoning,
0 apyaiog unyaviocpuds Apeong oTNY EKKiviomn Tov afAIatog Tov dpopov, 6To XTado g Nepéag

e P
7 ENG

«Me pwrtofovrio Tov kaf. Tov ITavemotTnuiov Tov MréprAel kot avackapéa Tov Ztadiov tng Nepéog
Xtépev Midkep, €ytve duvaTi 1 KOTOGKELT EVOC GUYYPOVOL LOVIEAOL DETANYOS GE PUOIKO UEyedog,
mov TonofeTnOnke otV apyki Tov Béon: ot PodPida Tov apyaiov Xtadiov g Nepéag. H Aettovpyia
Tov dokiudletor Kot tn de&aywyn v cuyypoveav Nepénv Aydvov, mov £xovv yivel TAéov Oecuog
Kol TeEdovvTon KdOe Técoepa ypdvia, Evav pnva py amd toug Olvumiakovs. ta oOyypova NEUe, Tov
deEdryoviar cOUE®VO Le OAOLG TOLG TOTTOVG KOl TOVG KAVOVEG TV apyoimv, 1 VOTANE, VOTEPH 0N
2.300 ypdvia, Aettovpyel ayoya, apod TNV 10t pépa TEPTEL KOl ONKAOVETAL TOVAGYIoTOV 50 Qopég!»
(a6 10 Gpbpo TOL OpyYaOAOYOL [ldvov BaAafoavidon, av. xadnynt) oto IMavemotiuio AbOnvav,
«Yoming, o unyavicpog apeong ota apyoio otddioy oto meplodikd Apyaroloyio kor Teyves T. 95 1 2005
c.73




Népea ot Nsué(x 10 2012

Népea ot Nepéa tov Iovvio tov 2016

Mviun Ztéeoavov Midiep AITAN (apan.gr) o. 11



Mo tov «ppovpd ™ Nepéagy ypaetnKov mdpo ToAAN, TOPE TIG TPOUEPEG POTIEG TOV KOTE-
Kayav omd T 3 Avyovotov m Bopewa Attikn, ) Bopewa EvBora, ™ Avtikn I[ehomdvvnoco i
dAlec meproyés g EAAGdag. Evdiapépovta otoyeio yioo ) Co1f tov, KoOMOG Kot pHEPK
amoomdouatTo omd cuvevtenéelg Tov, Pprkape oe Eva ApOpo oTNV NAEKTPOVIKY €KOOGT TOV
ayyhopwvov Greek Reporter. Avoadnpootebovpe 1o peyaAdtepo LEPOC TOL:

Archaeologist Stephen Miller, Father of Nemean Games Revival, Dies
By Stacy Harris-Papaioannou, August 11, 2021

Following five decades of research and excavations, archaeologist Stephen Miller leaves
behind a legacy to Greece and the world of the Nemean Games. Professor Miller died early
Wednesday morning following a hemodialysis procedure. He was 79 years old. Recently, his
all-too-large heart had been giving him some trouble. The archaeologist, a professor emeritus
at the University of California at Berkeley, directed the excavations of Ancient Nemea from
1973 to 2005. Miller became a Greek citizen in 2005.

The retired academic recovered and preserved a vital part of ancient Greek history, and his
efforts are nearly as impressive as those same ancients. It all would have been lost if not for
Miller. His life’s work attests to his complete dedication to the country and its glorious past as
a contemporary Philhellene.

Officially retired from academic duties in California since 2004 as an archaeologist, Miller was
anything but at rest. He served on the board of the Revival of the Nemean Games Society. He
and his wife, Effie, a Greek-American raised in Utah, built a home in Nemea. They divided
their time between Greece and the States. When Miller was in Nemea, he was at the site daily.
In May, Miller participated in the filming of a documentary about his work in Nemea to be
televised in September by ERT, the Greek public broadcasting channel. Miller spoke

with “Greek Reporter” in May to discuss the second cancellation of the Seventh Revival of the
Nemean Games due to the pandemic. “For more than a quarter century I have had the personal
thrill of seeing the ancient Nemean Stadium, that | discovered, return to life. To see people of
all ages from every corner of the planet put their bare toes in the ancient starting blocks, to see
puffs of dust on the ancient track, to hear the stadium echo with the cheers of hundreds of
modern voices, and to see ‘ancient’ runners crowned with wild celery has been gratifying,”
said the American Archaeologist. “It has made my efforts since 1973 assume a value that I did
not predict then,” he added.

Minister of Culture, Lina Mendoni, stated “With the loss of Stefanos Miller, archaeological

research loses a great, dedicated scientist and Greece a great friend...”.



.... Miller said “Greece has Exclusive Treasure”

“Greece has one exclusive treasure,” the archaeologist told Greek Reporter. “Other places have
beautiful seas and beaches. But no place else in the world are there Greek antiquities. The
Greek state does not exploit archaeology for its own good,” he added. “But the current govern-
ment has been better at providing funding. They have provided for winter staff so that visitors
to Nemea throughout the entire year can have access to the site as well as the museum”.

Miller made headlines worldwide for his work uncovering the ancient athletic site where the
Panhellenic games were held. He also revived the games, as international footraces, open to all,
held at the ancient site every four years.

“All of us are Greek someway, somehow, even if there is no blood or DNA,” the archaeologist

of Nemea told Greek Reporter.

Two Most Exciting Moments as an American Archaeologist

Miller described two moments as his most exciting in Nemea. “The first came in 1978, when
we discovered the tunnel leading into the Stadium”. That proved that the Greeks, of Alexander
the Great, knew how to build the arch and vault. He attributes the structures as part of develop-
ment across the ancient world of Phillip and Alexander of Macedonia. “The next day, we found
graffiti, scrawled by ancient athletes, on the walls of the tunnel and began to get real insight
into the human side of Greek athletics. And that thrill hasn’t worn off. Every time I walk
through that tunnel I get goosebumps,” he added.

The second most exciting moment in his career came in 1996, “standing on the track during the
first revival of the Nemean Games, when I heard the runners’ footsteps on the track surface
that | had uncovered. | saw people running down the track and heard people shouting, and the
place came to life”.

According to Miller, more than 5,000 individuals have participated in the game revivals, from
ages 6 to 97, representing 122 nations. Wearing ‘chitones’, a sort of short white tunic, the
athletes shed their shoes, walk to the entry of the ancient tunnel leading to the track and take
the oath administered by the judges: “To not bring dishonor to themselves, their families or to
the Nemean Games. You become a part of Ancient Greece” said Miller, as his eyes watered
and his voice broke.

The archaeologist said funding was always his biggest challenge. “Money. And then there was
money.” Miller stated, “I suppose in academia we are always complaining about money, but
the fact is I’ve raised almost every penny that has gone into Nemea from private donors, and
that’s taken a lot of time and a lot of energy. But the donors over the years have become devo-

tees of Nemea, which means they’ve become my students and part of my extended classroom.”



Following initial excavation, archaeologist Miller designed and fundraised to create a museum

positioned parallel to the site, for visitors to view the finds from the excavation.

Miller Once Thought of Studying Law, not Archaeology

At one time Miller had considered studies in Law. Instead, he became an agent of the Greek
state, buying farmland in the Peloponnese to vouchsafe one of the precursors of today’s
modern Olympic Games.

Born in Goshen Indiana, archaeologist Stephen Miller started college with the notion of
becoming a politician, focusing his studies on Law. At some point, he realized that Law was
not the same concept as Justice. Obliged to learn a foreign language for his undergraduate
studies at Wabash College in central Indiana, he chose Ancient Greek so that he could read
Plato’s original words, according to Miller. The Mycenaean Civilization archaeologist Giorgos
Milonas was a guest lecturer for two days at Wabash. After hearing Milonas speak, Miller said,

“I changed my mind about law and became an archaeologist.”

Archaeologist Stephen Miller Mistaken by Locals as Farmer

Crossing the country from rural Indiana and studies at Princeton, he was hired to teach at
Berkeley. The university gave him the opportunity to tap and develop grants to travel to
Nemea. He arrived in Greece in 1973, with the local villagers thinking he was a farmer at first.
Archaeologist Miller, upon arrival to Nemea, bought land around the site of the Temple of
Zeus from locals. The purpose was to secure any finds for the Greek government and protect
the intellectual property rights Berkeley was investing in the excavation. Locals assumed he
was going to create a huge farming operation because of the land purchases. Miller said, “I
know the project had an impact in one major way, and that was social. When | arrived, there
were 300 people in the village, and they were divided into two groups: the rich and the poor.”
There was one phone and one car in the community. The basic mode of transportation was by
family donkey. “The rich were the big landowners, and the poor worked for the rich at their
beck and call. There were two families who ruled the roost. There was no external law
enforcement, just these families who were the arbiters. | upset the village very badly; the
people who had always been the hired hands of these families all of a sudden had other work.”
They were digging for the excavation four or five months a year. They had more income,
which meant that they were independent. You’d hear things in the coffeehouse like, ‘There’s
that old shepherd who’s sending his daughter off to nursing school. Who does he think he is?

It’s Miller’s fault,” he added. Working for the excavation had given the have-nots airs.



According to Miller, the Zeus of Nemea was a sort of shepherd god, not the fire bolt throwing
god of Olympus. This deity was a sort of calm protector. Nemea was a swamp that flooded in
winter but dried out in summer. It was never inhabited in ancient times, but used exclusively
for the games. Nemea etymology dates to the ancient Greek word “nemo” meaning grazing, so
it was a place to graze sheep, Miller added.

As an archaeologist, Miller said of his discoveries, “It’s a surprise every time a crummy
potsherd comes out of the ground. Do you know what it means to be the first person in 2,000
years to touch something your ancestors have made, to touch that coin or that stone and know
that some ancient mason worked on it, smoothed it down, carved the relief that’s seen there?
That thrill never leaves.”

Greek Reporter

Mviun Ztépavov Middep

IMohtiotikyy Etoupeio Movopapa kot Apyeio (AITAN)

apan.gr



